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FORDEN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL : 
! 


REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH for the year pnded 31st 
December 1951 


To the Sanitary Authority of the Rural District of Forden 
Mr ChahrmanLadies,and Gentlemen. 

I have the honour to present to youimy Annual 
Report on the Health and Sanitary conditions of the Rural District 
for the year ended 3lst December L951, The report is drawn up 


in accordance with instructions contained in the Welsh Board of 
Health circular No 42/51(Wales). 


Vital Statistics 


Area of the Rural District; 44.774 acres 


Population; 5049 (mid-year estimate) This is aa increase ef 75 
barune  fisure given for 1950. 


BIRTHS Live Births Male Fenale _ Total 
Legitinate 45 39 84 
Illegitimate oe) 4 A, 

45 43 88 


Still Births 


Legitinate a 0 1 
Illegitimate 0 @) ©) 
iL fe) LY. 
BIRTH RATES 


“Live Birth Ratéper 1000 estimated population) 17. 4 
(compared with 15.5 for England and Wales) 


Still Birth Rate °*(per 1000 estimated population 0.19 
compared with 0.36 for England and Wales) 


DEATHS Male Fenale Total 
From all causes 28 od 59 


DEATH RATE(per 1000 estimated population) 11.6(compared with 12,5 
for England and Wales) 


INFANT MORTALITY 


Male. Female Total 
Deaths of infants under One year of age 
Legitimate 6) fe) ¢) 
Illegitimate 0 0 ©) 


Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks of age 


Legitimate ¢) 0 fe) 
- aa nepepertan fe) 0 e) 


INFANT MORTALITY per 1060 live births) Nil(compared with 29.6 for 
England and Wales 
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Comparative Statistics Year 1949 ~ 1950 1951 


Population 4967 4974 5049 

aw live Birth Rate 1s 15,7 ee 

Still Birth Rate 0.60 hey AC) (oyPaus) 

Death Rate LL ie 12S hee NL ge 
Infant Mortality; Rate Cie wo 38, 4 Oe 

Cauges of Death during the year Male Female Total 


Vascular Lesions of the Nervous 
Systew 

Coronary Diseags , Angina 

Hypertension with heart cisease 

Other heart disease 

Infiluenzs 

Phnevmonia 

Bronchitis 

Cancer of the stomach 

Canger of the ,lung 

Cancer of the breast 

Cancer of the uterus 

Cancer of other sitos 

Leukaenia 

Duabetes 

Whooping Couch 

Accident(other than road accident ) 

Suicide 

Other defined and pll defined 


" ; , ,diseases 
Other circulatory disease 
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INFECTIOUS DBISEASES 


During the year the following diseases were notified:~ 


Primary Pneuminia 16 3 19. 
Weesles. °° "5 88 163 
Whocbtuge Cough 27 28 55 
Scarlets Fever 0 1 “ 

Erysipelag | 0 a 2 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 0 1 1 


It will be noted that there was a severe epidemic of Measles 
but there were no deaths from the disease» There was only 

one death from Whooping Cough. 

Ry arrangement with the County Medical Officer of Health, case 
of Infectious Digaase are, when necessary, admitted to the 
Isolation Hospital at Monkmoor ,near Shrewsbury. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
“It is particularly gratifying to note that only 
one case of Tuberculosis was notified during the year. Th.s 
was of Pulmonary tubercle;there were no cases of non- 
pulmonary tubercle, 


All cases of tuberculosis or suspected cases ars 
referred to the Consulting Chest Physician,Dr G.0?Thaas, ; 
Clinics are held on the first and third Mondays in each month. 
at the Welshoool Hospital at 10 aam. The Physician aiso visite 
paticnts at their homes(by arrangement with their Medical 
Attendants) and maintains supervision of all tubercular 
patients during the course of their illness. Patients from 
this area are treated at the Chest Hospital Machynlleth, the 
North Wales Sanatorium Denbigh,and the South Wales Sanatorimn 
Talgarth, 

The Chest Physician is also available for consu1t ar 
tion in all cases of chest disease,other than Tuberculos. 3,5 
I would like to thank him for his willing help and co~cvers*! 
at all times, 
Bie 
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Tocal:Health Services under Bart 3 of the National Health Service 
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Maternity Services 


Ante-natal and post-natal care is provided by the Medical 
Paactioners of the district,and clinics are held each week in the 
Hospitals serving the area, 


The Demicilary Midwifery Service is very efficiently carried out by 
the District Nurses under tleisupervision of the County Medical 
Officer of Health, 

Chiid Welfare Clinics are held each month at various centres. 


Vaccination against Gmall Pox and Immunisation against Diphtheria 
48 carried ous at these clinics,and also by the General Practricnias 
of the distnict. 


Specialist Services 
In addition to the Consultant clinicslisted in my 
last report,there has now been added the services aia Consultant 
nstetvician and Gynaecologist,Mr Owen Jones, F.R.C.S ,M.R.C.0.G 
who attends at the Welshpool Hospital on every fourth Tuesday. He 
is also available for any urgent consultations at all times. 


WATER SUPPIy- BERKERW | 
The Piped supply from Ladywell Spring was 

again sufficient for the Standpipe supply to the Village,and for the 
fourteen new Council Houses situated therein, Practically all the 
work on the scheme for improving the water supply has been completed, 
but the work has been,and still is being held up, owing to the non- 
Gelivery of essential fittings, All the new water mains have been 
laid,and a 10,600 gallons steel storage tank has been erected, 

A supply of Electricity has been made available,and all that remains 
to be done is the fitting of a Chloro-pump,and a few minor items of 
work,such as fencing. 

A definite increase in the quantity of water 
which can be collected has been obtained,but in order to ascertain 
whether there will be sufficient water to supply twenty more 
Councii Houses which it is proposed to build,gaugings will have to 
be made during the drought periods of the year. Further,the Counc... 
has in mind the provision of a Sewage Disposal Plant for the Villags 
and of course, the quantity of water available will have to be 
considered before proceeding with this matter, 


BERRIEW(DUFERYN LANE COUNCIL HOUSES)- The eight houses on this site 
each have a semizrotary pump in @ back kitchen,and draw water from 
awell, There is an adequate supply. 


CHURCHSTOKE - Again there was a plentyful supply of piped water Aavaige 
apie for the tenants of the County Council Small Holdings at 
Pentrenent,end also on the Council's Housing Site, Water from this 
site is supplied to the Village School,School Canteen,School House 
Police House,Three County Council Small Holdings,and two otner 
houses,in addition to the fourteen Council Houses. The Borehois is 
capable of being pumped at the rate of 12,000 gallons per 24 hours, 


IBIGHTON. -Here the piped supply,jpintly owned by a number of 
private users,was again satisfactory as to quantity. So far as tne 
site on which it is proposed t® build Council Houses is concerned, 
efforts to obtain a supply of water have been mast disappointing 

A Borehole put down 70 feet only yielded 700 gallons per 24 hours. 
Water was entering the Borehole 15 feet below ground surface. 

A well was then sunk,four feet in diaiteter, hoping that the increased 
internal area would allow a greater yield of water,but this did not 
prove to be the case, 


ABERMNIE ~An abundant piped supply of wholesome water is available 
for the four Council Houses at Parkside Site , On the new cits, whico 
it is hoped will shortly be developed,a Borehole has been gunk, With. 
wery satisfactory results. A continuous pumping test of 168 hovxs 
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furation pumper 168,000 gallons,that is 24000 gallons per daz, 
Tnis test was carried out after a period of dry weather, Ths 
Borehole is only 25 feet deep. The revort on samples of the 
water sent for Chemical Analysis and Bacteriological Exemination 
show that the quality is Hig=i-- satisfactory, 


FORDEN( TEIGHTON 1 ROAD D_ SITE) An adequate and satisfactory scpply i 
availabae from a Borenole for ths ten Council Houses on this Bi ye 


FORDEN (CHURCH SITE}An adequate and satisfactory supply is 
avei table from a Borehole for the sixteen Council Houses (Airey 
Typs) on this site, 


MIDDLETOWN Here a plentyful supply is available by gravitation 
mo the pix occupied Council Houses,and there will be more than 
sufficient water for the four houses now under construction,and 
for a further twelve which it is intended to build, 


BAUS LEY | 

Although this site has not yet been developed,an abundarn. 
supply is available from a Borehole for the thirty-eight heuses 
which will be erected. 


LIANDYSSIL - A plentyful suppty is available for the t wenty 
Council houses which are being built on this site,from a Borehor:. 


NEW HOUSES | 


This has been a disappointing year fro the Council au 
far as the building of new houses is concerned. Although evewy 
effort has Ween made to make good progress in the provision 
of badiy needed houses,in some cases it has been,and stiit is; 
anoase sible to obtain tenders, at prices low enough to be : 

sceptable to either the Council or the Ministry Departments» ie 
Deeiice cases,on sites where building operations are veing 
éarried out, progress has been unreasonably slow. 


BERRIEW- Two more Council Houses are being built on the Vicerags 
site to fill in the site, which will then contain sixteen hous:: 


RERRIEW(DUFFRYN LANE} Two more houses were built during the yo:. 
making a total of eight houses on this site. 


EEERTEW() S11 SITE -~ Steps have been taken,short of purchasing, %: 
acquire this Eite, on which it is proposed +o build twenty houses. 
As reported under the heading "Water" ,much will depend on wlistner 
there is a sufficiency of water to supply these houses, 


S2RRIEW (BROOKS SITE)- A site on which it is proposed to buil« 

~ four houses has been selected,and much will depend on whetne, 
sufficiency of water can be found, After a long period of ary 
weather,a trial hohe W411 be put dow in an effort to locates wart < 


CHURCHSTOKE - No acceptable tender for the erection of twonty 
tradifional houses can be obtained. Negotiations are in progrese 
regarding the erection of twenty "UNITY! Type Houses. 


MIDDIETOWN- During the year,six traditional Council Houser were 
‘erected and work is in prpgress on four more. Plans have o2e' 
prepared for the building of a further twelve houses on this 
site,but so far, efforts to obtain a tender ib an acceptabls 


price have failed, 


FORDEN( CHURCH SITE9 The Council's 8 proposal to build four Bungeiow 
in order to fill in this site were not approved by the County 
Planning Committee,which suggested two Bungalows. The matter 
is still under discussion, As 
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LLANDYSSI.L_ - Work is still in progress on the moor OF 
twenty ¢ Council Houses on this site. Progress has been very elew 
indeed, 


ARERMMT#- It is hoped to shortly acquire and develop this site, 
which has sufficient area for about twenty houses. 


IsIGHTON - It has not Ween possible to make any progress here,as 
efforts to find a water supply have been most disappointing. 


BAUSILEY ~- After a tender for the building of 38 houses had been 
accepted by the Council and approved by the Ministry meeccene rt 
the Contractor withdrew this tender, Efforts are being made ; 
obtain further tenders. 


HOUSES BUILT BY PRIVATE ENTERPRIZ& 


During the year, eight houses were built by private 
enterprise, 


RECONSTRUCTIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS 


Twelve houses were reconstructed or modernised during 
wie year. 


DHATNAGE AND SEWERAGE- Apart from the building wf Sewage Disposa. 
Piants on the Councii's Housing Estates,there has been no change < 
during the year. A Nuisance still exists at the Brynhyfryd 
Hospital, Forden,due to the unsatisfactory method of disposing of 
the effluent from the Kitchen and Laundry of this Hospital, 

Efforts made to abate the nuisance failed to produce the desired 
erfect,and the Hospital Management Board now propose to overnaul 
and improve the entire sewage disposal system, 


PUBLIC CLBANSING & SCAVENGING - During the year the Council acgurx 
a modern Refuse Collecting Vehicle and commenced the 

scavenging of the whole of the District. Domestic refuse is 
collected throughout the area once a fortnight,and this service. 
which has been badly needed for many years is much appreciated 

by householders, 


Mi UK SUPPLY - The County Agricultural Executive Committee, on 
behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries ,supervio 
methods of production and inspect Farm premises conneste”. with 

milk production, So far as distribution is concermed,there are 

no complaints, 


MEAT INSPECTION~- The slaughtering of animals for human consumptio- 
isvetil. centralised,and for this area is carried out at 

Newtown. Shops and Vans are kept under supervision, and, apar’ “i 
candemming of small portions of meat,conditions were sasiefactory 


BAKHHOUSES - The three Bakehouses in the District are kept in 
satvistactory condition. 


SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA 


The District has been regularly insoected,and wheres 
defects have been found,they have been remedied as far as 
possible still having regard to the restrictions on man ee 

and materials. A number of major and minor works of repair & 
improvement have been carried out,but much still remains to _ 
dome,Again this year,the provisions of the Housing Act 1949,inder 
which grants are available for reconditioning and bringing housss 
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up to standard,have not attracted any applications frem owners 
for gbtants ,. 


BCHOOIS - All schools in the District are in fair sanitary 


condition. 


GENERAL = Complaints recéyeed - Thirty 


Seuples of water taken Nine 
Premises disinfected= Nil 


I am indebted to the Sanitary Inspector Mr fT. 
Hunt,for the section of this report which deals with the Water 
Supply,Housing ete and I would like to thank him and the Clerk 
to the Council,Mr A.B Thomas,for their assistance and co- 
operation at all times, 
I am, Mr Chairman ,Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


DoR~B ATHLIAS 


Medical Officer of Health, 


or 
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